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Objective
Identify which of these articles describe genuine events, and which ones are completely fabricated.


Problem
As social media becomes people’s main news source, fact checking is more important than ever.  Below, we have included some examples of archived news articles that have trended on Facebook or Twitter in the past few years.




































Article 1

Description:
The participant needs to identify whether the article below is Real or Fake.

Link:
https://web.archive.org/web/20161028110201/https://www.politico.com/states/florida/story/2016/10/bowden-stumps-for-trump-in-tampa-106687
 
Screenshot:
[image: ]
[image: ]

Expected Answer
Real



















Article 2 

Description:
The participant needs to identify whether the article below is Real or Fake.

Link:
https://web.archive.org/web/20190130014540/https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/pop-culture-news/patton-oswalt-helps-man-who-trolled-him-twitter-raise-30-n962706 

Screenshot:
[image: ]
(Image 1 – Article headline)

Article:
By Elisha Fieldstadt
Comedian Patton Oswalt responded to a Twitter troll's mean message with kindness, helping the man raise more than $30,000 for medical bills.
Twitter user Michael Beaty responded to a not-safe-for-work anti-Trump poem Oswalt had posted to Twitter Wednesday with two angry tweets.
"I just realized why I was so happy you died in Blade Trinity!" Beaty responded to Oswalt. "And you shoot basketball ike (sic) the sawed off little man you are," he added in a second tweet.
Oswalt, who is often outspoken on Twitter, said he had responded to Beaty in kind, "but then I looked at his timeline and he’s in a LOT of trouble health-wise. I’d be pissed off too. He’s been dealt some sh**ty cards — let’s deal him some good ones."
"Click and donate — just like I’m about to," Patton wrote in the tweet that included a post from Beaty seeking "Help after Sepsis, Diabetic Ketoacidosis and Coma," with a link to a GoFundMe account. The description on the page said Beaty was in the hospital for two weeks and was looking at "massive medical costs" and a long recovery.
By Friday morning, donations to Beaty's GoFundMe had surpassed the $5,000 goal by more than $26,000.
"I want to thank everyone who came to my aid with generous outpourings- and also to @pattonoswalt without whom I would not be the recipient of so much love and support. I'm not a man who ever cries but I had to wait to send this," Beaty wrote on Twitter in response.
In addition to feeling grateful, Beaty also had a change of heart.
Oswalt "managed to not only let me slide on a rough tweet to him but started something that has me reevaluating friendships and productive dialogue regardless of political affiliation," Beaty wrote in one tweet.
"Patton. You have humbled me to the point where I can barely compose my words. You have caused me to take pause and reflect on how harmful words from my mouth could result in such an outpouring," Beaty added.
Patton, not known to pass up an opportunity to make people laugh, tweeted Thursday: "See, THIS is why compassion and forgiveness are the best — wait, you CRIED?!? You f*****’ p****! Donation CANCELLED."
Patton also promised an upcoming performance in Alabama, where Beaty lives.

Analysis
This article covers a conversation on Twitter between comedian Patton Oswalt and a man named Michael Beatty.  While the article does not provide links to any of the tweets directly, searching the quotes on google verifies the accuracy of the quotes. The GoFundMe mentioned in the article also exists on gofundme.com.

Expected Answer:
Real












Article 3

Description:
The participant needs to identify whether the article below is Real or Fake.

Link:
https://web.archive.org/web/20161115024211/http://wtoe5news.com/us-election/pope-francis-shocks-world-endorses-donald-trump-for-president-releases-statement 

Screenshot:
[image: ]
(Image 1 – Article headline)

[image: ]
(Image 2 – Article body)
















Analysis
This article is designed to look like a press release issued by the office of Pope Francis, and the site itself is designed to look like a local news site.  If genuine, the quoted block of text would appear in multiple news sources and be heavily discussed in the news.  A google search of any part of the quote almost exclusively links back to this site.

Expected Answer:
Fake







































Article 4

Link: https://web.archive.org/web/20161115023815/http://denverguardian.com/2016/11/05/fbi-agent-suspected-hillary-email-leaks-found-dead-apparent-murder-suicide/

Screenshot:
[image: ]
(Image 1 – Article headline)
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(Image 2 – Article header)
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(Image 3 – Article body)


Expected Answer:
Fake
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Bowden campaigns for Trump in Tampa
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“This morning up in Tallahassee, Ann and | went down and we voted. Now Ann, being a female, voted for Trump. Now
Ive got two older daughters who will vote for Trump. Ive got ten granddaughters, only three of them old enough to
vote, they'l vote for Trump; Bowden said.

‘The bulk of Bowden's speech focused on the military, and Trump's pledge to make the country's military stronger. He
also touched on leadership qualities and said that he admired some of America's earlest leaders as they were ‘men
who depended upon God."

Of course, a retired football coach couldnit make any speech without a few football references

“November the 8th. That's the kickoff. You gotta be there. You gotta vote, he said.
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Aheated back-and-forth turned into an outpouring of compassion.
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VATICAN CITY - News outlets around the world are reporting on the news that
Pope Francis has made the unprecedented decision to endorse a US
presidential candidate. His statement in support of Donald Trump was released
from the Vatican this evening:

“I'have been hesitant to offer any kind of support for either candidate in the
US presidential election but I now feel that to not voice my concern would be
adereliction of my duty as the Holy See. A strong and free America is vitally
important in maintaining a strong and free world and in that sense what
happens in American elections affects us all. The Rule of Law is the
backbone of the American government as it is in any nation that strives for
freedom and I now fear that the Rule of Law in America has been dealt a
dangerous blow. The FBI, in refusing to recommend prosecution after
admitting that the law had been broken on multiple occasions by Secretary
Clinton, has exposed itself as corrupted by political forces that have become
far too powerful. Though I don’t agree with Mr. Trump on some issues, I feel
that voting against the powerful political forces that have corrupted the
entire American federal government is the only option for a nation that
desires a government that is truly for the people and by the people. For this
primary reason 1 ask, not as the Holy Father, but s a concerned citizen of
the world that Americans vote for Donald Trump for President of the United
States.”

Sources within the Vatican reportedly were aware that the Pope had been
discussing the possibility of voicing his concern in the US presidential election
but apparently were completely unaware that he had made a decision on going
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ille, MD - An F8l to be responsible for the latest email leaks “pertinent
stigation” into Hillary Clinton's private email server while she was Secretary of State,

d in an apparent murder-suicide early Saturday morning, according to
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Investigators believe FBI agent, Michael Brown, 45, shot and killed his 33-year-old wife, Susan
Brown, late Friday night before setting the couple’s home on fire and then turning the gun on
himself. Brown was a 12 year veteran of the Washington D.C. Metropolitan Police Department
before spending the last six years in the FBI.

Neighbors saw smoke coming from the Brown residence and called 9-1-1 at approximately
11:50 p.m. By the time fire crews arrived on scene minutes later, the entire house was
engulfed in flames.

“Mrs. Brown's death was caused by a gunshot wound prior to the house fire,” Walkerville Police
Chief Pat Frederick said, “while Mr. Brown's single-bullet head wound appears to have been
self-inflicted.”

“The totality of the evidence leads us to believe this is a murder-suicide. We believe he killed
her, set the house on fire and then took his own life,” Frederick said.

The findings support conclusions by investigators Saturday that the couple perished in a
murder-suicide during which the 4,000-square foot house was intentionally set on fire.
Authorities outlined a likely scenario based on interviews with neighbors and comments
posted on Mr. Brown's Facebook page.




